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GRADE TEN                                                                                                                 MARKING GUIDE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE                                                                                                TOTAL MARKS:  60
SEMESTER ONE 2026/2027, FIRST SESSION                                                           page 1 of 5
(Practice Exam - End of Semester 1 - Exam 2)

***********************************************************************************************************************
Prepared by Mohamed Mostafa Al Shorbagy, Regional Supervisor, Wusta Governorate

	LISTENING 1  (7 mks)

	
	
	
	

	1.
	
	plant trees and recycle
	
	clean the school pool
	
	paint classrooms

	2.
	
	last June
	
	last September
	
	last week

	3.
	
	about sixteen
	
	about sixty
	
	about six hundred

	4.
	
	in the library
	
	in the school garden
	
	in the science hall

	5.
	
	Mr Rashid
	
	the headteacher
	
	Mona's father

	6.
	
	cleaning the beach
	
	planting eighty trees
	
	building a garden

	7.
	
	a small school garden
	
	a new science lab
	
	a recycling factory

	Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.  




	LISTENING 2  (8 mks)

	Task One
	Task Two

	
	
	
	True
	              
False


	8.
	Dhofar (region)
	12.
	
	

	9.
	In 2019
	13.
	
	

	10.
	Around 16,000 (homes)
	14.
	
	

	11.
	Birds
	15.
	
	

	Notes:  (i) One mark each.  
            (ii) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and convincingly correct. 
           (iii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common sense for slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.      
	Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.
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	[bookmark: _Hlk19527908]VOCABULARY (5 mks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	
	protect
	
	pretend
	
	prepare
	
	prevent

	2.
	
	clean
	
	pollute
	
	measure
	
	collect

	3.
	
	increase
	
	create
	
	reduce
	
	repeat

	4.
	
	describe
	
	destroy
	
	discover
	
	encourage

	5.
	
	cleaner
	
	darker
	
	smaller
	
	slower

	Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.  




	GRAMMAR (5 mks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	
	has prepared
	
	prepared
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	was watched
	
	watched
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	turned off
	
	were turned off
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	have seen
	
	saw
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	will win
	
	wins
	
	
	
	

	Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.  
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	READING 1 (10 mks)

	Task One:

	1.
	
	to a mountain village
	
	to the capital city
	
	to a coastal town

	2.
	
	silver and gold
	
	dates and frankincense
	
	clay pots

	3.
	
	Hamed's grandfather
	
	the bus driver
	
	the village guide

	4.
	
	the falaj
	
	deep wells
	
	rain pipes

	5.
	
	in freezers
	
	in clay pots
	
	in wooden boxes

	6.
	
	first prize in drawing
	
	a trip to the coast
	
	second prize in a competition

	Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly. 

	Task Two:

	7.   spring

8.   stick

9.   years

10.   majlis

	 Notes: one mark each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and convincingly correct.   



	READING 2  (10 mks)

	Task One:

	11.
	Burning oil, gas and coal

	12.
	Rain arrives late

	13.         
	Cooler, deeper waters

	14.        
	A third

	15. 
	Thousands of trees

	16.
	Countries

	Task Two:

	
	True                                False

	17.
	
	                       
	
	Notes:  One mark each.
Qs 11-16: (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common sense for slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.  
Qs 17-20: Responses must be indicated clearly.  
           

	18.
	
	                       
	
	

	19.      
	
	                       
	
	

	20.      
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	WRITING (GENERAL NOTES)

	· The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded.
· There may be different individual ways of approaching a task, but a basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant. 
· If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was set, no marks should be awarded.
· However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly relevant, then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded.
· If markers are in any doubt, they should consult with other markers and with the Table Head.
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	WRITING 1  (5 mks)

	5
	_ Presents relevant information clearly and in an interesting way. 
_ Very good use of details and examples. 
– Writing is very well-structured, clear and coherent.
– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy.

	4
	– Presents relevant information with reasonable success. 
_ Good use of details and examples. 
– Writing is generally well-structured, and mostly clear and coherent
– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy.

	3
	– Manages to present relevant information, but only in a somewhat
   limited way. 
-Minimal use of details and examples. 
–Writing is not well-structured, but is still reasonably clear and 
    coherent. 
– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of accuracy.

	2
	– Attempts to present information, but the results are obviously 
    inadequate. 
_ poor use of details and examples. 
– Writing is poorly-structured, and often unclear
– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors.

	1
	– Presents very little relevant information indeed. 
_ No use of details and examples. 
– Writing is incoherent and confusing.
– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent  serious errors.

	0
	No attempt at the task:   EITHER Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic)   
 OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Completely nonsense
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	WRITING 2  (10 mks)

	10
	– Produces narratives which are fully successful in engaging the reader. 
– Lively, effective use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is very well-structured, clear and coherent. 
– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy.

	8
	-Produces narratives which are reasonably successful in engaging the reader. 
– Generally good use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is generally well-structured, and mostly clear and coherent. 
– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy.

	6
	– Produces narratives which are only partially successful in engaging the reader. 
– Somewhat limited use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is well-structured, but is still reasonably clear and coherent. 
– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of accuracy.

	4
	– Produces narratives which have very limited success in engaging the reader. 
– Inadequate use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is poorly-structured, and often unclear. 
– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors.

	2
	– Produces narratives which fail entirely to engage the reader. 
– Little or no use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is incoherent and confusing. 
– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors. 

	0
	No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the pictures/ task/ instructions)   OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense
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