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GRADE TEN                                                                                                                 MARKING GUIDE
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SEMESTER ONE 2026/2027, FIRST SESSION                                                           page 1 of 5
(Practice Exam - End of Semester 1 - Exam 1)

***********************************************************************************************************************
Prepared by Mohamed Mostafa Al Shorbagy, Regional Supervisor, Wusta Governorate

	LISTENING 1  (7 mks)

	
	
	
	

	1.
	
	a school newspaper
	
	a weekly podcast
	
	a class website

	2.
	
	plastic in the sea
	
	electric cars
	
	school lunches

	3.
	
	about forty
	
	about one hundred
	
	more than four hundred

	4.
	
	in a studio next to the library
	
	in the science lab
	
	in Ahmed's house

	5.
	
	the headteacher
	
	Ms Helen
	
	an engineer

	6.
	
	solar energy in Oman
	
	beach cleaning
	
	online safety

	7.
	
	on Sunday
	
	next Thursday
	
	next year

	Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.  




	LISTENING 2  (8 mks)

	Task One
	Task Two

	
	
	
	True
	              
False


	8.
	More than 300 (days)
	12.
	
	

	9.
	In 2019
	13.
	
	

	10.
	In Ad Dhahirah (region)
	14.
	
	

	11.
	Dust and sand
	15.
	
	

	Notes:  (i) One mark each.  
            (ii) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and convincingly correct. 
           (iii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common sense for slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.      
	Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.
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	[bookmark: _Hlk19527908]VOCABULARY (5 mks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	
	communicate
	
	calculate
	
	celebrate
	
	complain

	2.
	
	advantages
	
	disadvantages
	
	addresses
	
	adventures

	3.
	
	depend
	
	concentrate
	
	decide
	
	travel

	4.
	
	increase
	
	waste
	
	limit
	
	charge

	5.
	
	healthy
	
	wealthy
	
	noisy
	
	safe

	Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.  




	GRAMMAR (5 mks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	
	have read
	
	read
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	has risen
	
	rose
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	causes
	
	caused
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	is caused
	
	was caused
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	must watch
	
	must be watched
	
	
	
	

	Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.  
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	READING 1 (10 mks)

	Task One:

	1.
	
	worried
	
	not worried
	
	angry

	2.
	
	the car
	
	the photo albums
	
	the fridge

	3.
	
	He lost his football
	
	Afraid of the dark
	
	He lost Mr Said

	4.
	
	a police officer
	
	Maryam's teacher
	
	the elderly neighbour

	5.
	
	cooked meals
	
	painted the rooms
	
	built a new wall

	6.
	
	Got certificates
	
	A school opened
	
	Watched a film

	Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly. 

	Task Two:

	7.   October

8.   football

9.   food

10.   article

	 Notes: one mark each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and convincingly correct.   



	READING 2  (10 mks)

	Task One:

	11.
	Videos and games

	12.
	Anxiety

	13.         
	Researching homework

	14.        
	Kept education alive

	15. 
	A knife

	16.
	Families and schools

	Task Two:

	
	True                                False

	17.
	
	                       
	
	Notes:  One mark each.
Qs 11-16: (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common sense for slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.  
Qs 17-20: Responses must be indicated clearly.  
           

	18.
	
	                       
	
	

	19.      
	
	                       
	
	

	20.      
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	WRITING (GENERAL NOTES)

	· The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded.
· There may be different individual ways of approaching a task, but a basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant. 
· If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was set, no marks should be awarded.
· However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly relevant, then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded.
· If markers are in any doubt, they should consult with other markers and with the Table Head.
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	WRITING 1  (5 mks)

	5
	_ Presents relevant information clearly and in an interesting way. 
_ Very good use of details and examples. 
– Writing is very well-structured, clear and coherent.
– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy.

	4
	– Presents relevant information with reasonable success. 
_ Good use of details and examples. 
– Writing is generally well-structured, and mostly clear and coherent
– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy.

	3
	– Manages to present relevant information, but only in a somewhat
   limited way. 
-Minimal use of details and examples. 
–Writing is not well-structured, but is still reasonably clear and 
    coherent. 
– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of accuracy.

	2
	– Attempts to present information, but the results are obviously 
    inadequate. 
_ poor use of details and examples. 
– Writing is poorly-structured, and often unclear
– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors.

	1
	– Presents very little relevant information indeed. 
_ No use of details and examples. 
– Writing is incoherent and confusing.
– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent  serious errors.

	0
	No attempt at the task:   EITHER Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic)   
 OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Completely nonsense



Grade 10, Sem.1, 2026/27, 1st Session:
  Marking Guide                                                                                                                      page 5 of 5
	WRITING 2  (10 mks)

	10
	– Produces narratives which are fully successful in engaging the reader. 
– Lively, effective use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is very well-structured, clear and coherent. 
– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy.

	8
	-Produces narratives which are reasonably successful in engaging the reader. 
– Generally good use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is generally well-structured, and mostly clear and coherent. 
– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy.

	6
	– Produces narratives which are only partially successful in engaging the reader. 
– Somewhat limited use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is well-structured, but is still reasonably clear and coherent. 
– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of accuracy.

	4
	– Produces narratives which have very limited success in engaging the reader. 
– Inadequate use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is poorly-structured, and often unclear. 
– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors.

	2
	– Produces narratives which fail entirely to engage the reader. 
– Little or no use of appropriate detail. 
– Writing is incoherent and confusing. 
– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors. 

	0
	No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the pictures/ task/ instructions)   OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense
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